
A Disciples of Christ peace Heritage

Craig M. trVatts

Outside of the historic "peace churches" no American
rel igious tradit ion has a longer or r icher peace heritage
than the Disciples of Christ. Strong advocares for
nonviolence were at the very origins oi the church. No
other mainl ine denomination can claim fbunders who
were pacit ists. The earl iest and most inf luential leaders,
Alexander Campbell and Barton W. Stone were both
pacif ists. Their convict ions were shared by manv well_
known figures in the church's first few decacres: Thomas
Campbell,  Phil l ip Fall ,  Raccoon John Smith, Robert
Richardson, Moses Lard. Benjamin Franklin, Alexander
Proctor, J.W. McGarvey and others. Throushout the
history of the Disciples there have been leJders who
have condemned war and violence and who have calred
for the practice of peace.

From the very first issue of Campbell's religious
periodical rhe christitm Baptist (1g20) tir the finalTssue
of the Millenniol Hurbhryer in which he servcd as editor
(1864) he opposed war. Repeatedly Campbell cal led
upon Christians to refuse to fight. He heltl that the use
of deadly force is contrary to the peaceable wavs of
Jesus Christ. He assertcd that rov-e is thc "cardinal
principle" of Christ 's leadership. "To conquer an enemy
is to convert him to a friend. This ls the noble,
benevolent and heaven-conceived enterprise of God's
onlv begotten Son. To do this al l  arms and modes of
wart'are are impotent, save the arms and munitions of
everlasting love . . . Such is His 'mode of warfare'."
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